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Claim 23 is objected to as having no clear meaning. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 14, 23 (as far as understood), 24, 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Renji (Japan 09226476). Renji discloses an automobile molding 
provided with: 

• a molding main body M with a design face, which will face the 
outside, and a reverse face Ml which will face the car body side, 
when the molding is attached to the car body 

• a fastener holder 41 which is formed on the reverse face M1 of the 
molding body M 

• a fastener 42 which is held in place by the fastener holder 41 to 
fasten the molding main body M to the car body 20 

• the fastener holder 42 is provided with at least two lateral walls 43 
projecting up from the reverse face of the molding main body to form 
sides of the fastener holder 

• an opening 58 maintained on one side the fastener holder 

• a fastener mounting seat, perpendicular to side walls 43, and 
connects to the lateral or side walls to define a housing space which 
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will permit a base plate 59 of the fastener to be inserted and engage 
and stop portions, adjacent ref. no.53, formed in the lateral walls 43 
that are adjacent said opening 58 

• the fastener 42 is provided with an engaging portion 55 which projects 
upright from the base plate 59 and is configured to engage in a 
mounting hole in the car body 

• a pair of extending elastic pieces 61/62 having protruding portions 64 

• the elastic pieces 61/62 extend from the base plate 59 and engages 
with the fastener holder 41 to secure the fastener 42 thereto, the 
projecting ends 64 being free; 

• an insertion groove/opening 53 in the fastener mounting seat of the 
fastener holder 41 

• the end 64 of the engaging portion projecting outwardly from the 
base plate being inserted into the insertion groove 53 

• the protruding portions that project out from the elastic pieces can 
engage with the engage stop portions of the portions that are formed 
in the lateral walls that are adjacent to the opening 53 of the fastener 
holder in a releasable manner on the housing space on the inside of 
the housing space defined at reference number 53; again, one of the 
opening in the housing space is defined by the space shown at 
reference number 53 
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• the protruding portions 64 on the opposite sides of the base plate; 
each protruding portion capable of coming into contact with a fastener 
mounting seat on either side of the insertion groove/opening 53; this 
groove/ opening is on an inside portion of the housing. 

• the base plate and the elastic pieces 61 are capable of being inserted 
into the housing space inside the fastener holder via an opening that 
is formed at one end of the fastener holder 

• the engaging portion 55/56 is provided with a trunk 55 upright from a 
base 59 

• engaging claws 56 which are formed to the end of the trunk which 
project from the base plate 

Claims 1-13, 18-22 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

Claim 15-17, 26-28 are objected to as depending upon a rejected base claim but 
would be considered as allowable if amended to include the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chapman E Jeanette whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6841. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri, 8:30-6:00, every other 
fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Friedman Carl can be reached on 571-272-6842. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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